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NEW SPECIES OF RHODITES FROM OREGON 
BY WILLIAM BEUTENMULLER. NEW YORK. 
Rhodites oregonensis, sp. nov. 
Female.-Head black, coarsely rugoso-punctate and finely 
pubescent. Antennz 14-jointed, black. Thorax jet black, shin- 
ing, minutely rugose with larger punctures, pubescent. Parapsidal 
grooves continuous, very distinct, and moderately widely apart 
a t  the scutellum. Median groove distinct, gradually becoming 
finer forwardly, especially between the anterior parallel lines, and 
practically lost a t  the collar. Anterior parallel lines fine and 
close to  the median groove. Lateral groove very fine and scarcely 
defined. Pleurz finely rugose with a large, smooth, polished area. 
Scutellum subopaque, black, finely and evenly rugose basal 
fovea wanting. Abdomen rufous, terminal segment blackish, 
~nicroscopically punctate on the dorsal half of the last four seg- 
ments, lower half and basal segments smooth. The punctured 
segments are clothed with yellowish decumbent hairs a t  their 
bases laterally, ventral sheath black, plough-shaped and extend- 
ing beyond the last segment. Dorsum and venter rather sharply 
keeled with the sides moderately rounded. Legs rufous, tarsi 
dark brown-black. Wings yellowish, hyaline, veins dark brown 
and stout, transverse veins, slightly infuscated. Radial area 
closed, cubitus not continuous. Areolet large. Length 4.50 mm. 
Gall.-(Plate, IX,  Figs. 1-6). On the tip of the t ~ - i g s  or in 
the seed-pods of Rosa nutkana. Monothalamous. Red, smooth, 
elongate or subspindle-shaped with the apex rather sharply pointed 
and broader a t  the base, sometimes with the apex more or less 
rounded. I t  is an  elongated ~nalformation of a bud. Larval 
chamber large and situated a t  the base of the. gall. (Figs. 1-4). 
When in the seed-pod the gall is somewhat like the kernel of a wheat 
or oat, and is densely covered with short, hairy filaments. The 
entire seed-pod, as a general rule, is completely filled with galls, 
closely packed together, sometimes~causing the pod to burst open 
when the galls therein reach maturity. (Figs. 5-6.) 
Habitat.-Corvallis, Oregon, (B. G. Thompson). 
I t  is a very distinct species allied to  Rhodites rosa, nodulosus 
and verna. There are no differences between the flies I bred from 
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the twig galls from those in the seed-pods. The galls were sent 
to rile in February, 1917, and the flies began to emerge indoors 
from February 28th until late in March. T also received galls in 
J u l ~ -  collected by Mr.  Thompson, -\~11o deserves credit for dis- 
covering this interesting new species as well as  the three following 
species. 
Rhodites ashmeadi, sp. no\-. 
Fenza1e.-Head black, finely and evenly granulate. Antenna 
black. 14-jointed Thorax black, very slightly shining, minutely 
granulate, with larger punctures. Parapsidal grooves fine and 
sharpls- defined, r~unning alnlost parallel from the collar to the 
scutellum where they suddenly curved inlvardly but are rather 
n-itlel~- apart a t  this point. Median groove fine, and running 
from the scutellum to about the ends of the anterior parallel lines 
and are obliterated anteriorly. Anterior parallel lines 1-ery fine 
aiid bcarcely evitient, and widely separatecl. Lateral grooves 
exceedingly fine. Scutellum opaque, very finely and evenly 
rugose, granulated not more so than the thorax, basal fovea want- 
ing. Pleur= l~lack, finely granulated with a smooth, polished 
area. -1bdoinen rufous, terminal segments and dorsu~n darker, 
terminal segments, punctate, and with short, yellowish, decumbent 
hairs, a i d  more sharply keelcd than the basal segments. Ventral 
spine. not extending beyond the last segment. Lj7ings dusk>- 
hyaline, radial cell yellolrish 11rox~-n and a small cloud hevond. 
Radial area closed. Cubitus continuous. Areolet distinct. Length 
3--3.50 inm. 
Gall.--(Plate 1X, Figs. 7-10). On the sterns of Rosa nzttkana. 
Folythalamous. A hard, fusiforln sm-elling of the twig varying 
from 12-30 mm. in length, and from 4-7 mm. in width. I t  is 
hard and woody like the stem and has numerous cells inside. 
(Fig. T.) Externally i t  is red and smooth like the stem. 
Habitat.-Con-allis, Oregon. (B. G. Thompson). 
The galls were received from Mr. B. G. Thompson early in 
February, 1917, and the flies emerged from the latter part of this 
month until April 7th, 1917. Named in honor of the late Dr. 
W. H. Ashmead. who helped me so much in my studies of the 
Cynipidx. 
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Rhodites ostensackeni, sp. nov. 
Female.-Head black, roughly and evenly rugose. Antennz 
14-jointed, 3rd joint very long, following joints considerably 
shor.te1- and subequal. Thorax black, higllly polished, sparsely 
punctate but densely so bet\\-cen the parapsidal grooves a t  the 
scurellum: and with scattered, minute, yellowish hairs. Parapsidal 
groos-es very distinct, deep and finely punctate. Median groove 
fine and contin~lous. Anterior parallel lines indistinctly evident. 
Lateral grooves short and distinct. Pleurz finely rugoso-punctate 
n-ithout a smooth, shining area. Scutellum opaque, finely rugose, 
basal io7-ea wanting. Abdomen black or piceous, subglobose, 
n~icroscopically punctate from the fourth to  last segments, basal 
segments smooth. Ventral spine stout, extending slightly beyond 
the last segment. Legs rufous. Wing hyaline, clouded with 
yefloxf-ish 11rown in the radial cell and a little beyond. Veins dark 
broxl-n. Radial area open a t  the costa. Cubitus continuous. 
Xreolet larg-e. Length 3-3.75 mm. 
Gald.-(Plate IX,  Figs. 11, 12). On the roots of Rosa nutkana. 
Polythalarnous. Irregularly rounded and composed of confluent 
nodules, and is more or less irregularly grooved. At  the place of 
attachnleilt i t  is oil a short stalk, and the gall may be easily re- 
moved. Inside are numerous hard larval cells firmly imbedded in 
the pithy substance. I t  looks very much like a miniature gall of 
Rhodifes radicum. Width 12-17 mm. Height 10-15 mm. 
JIabitat -Corvallis, Oregon. (B. G. Thompson). 
-1 distinct species allied t o  Rhodites utahensis and R.  radicum. 
The galls were sent to me by Mr. Thompson early in February, 
and the flies began to  emerge about March 30th and early in 
p i 1  Named in honour of the late K. von Ostensacken, the 
pioneer on the work of American Cynipidx. 
Rhodites bassetti, sp. nov. 
Female.-Head black, denseIy punctate on the face, less so on 
the 7-ertex and cheeks. Antennz black, 14-jointed. Thorax 
black, very densely and finely punctate, subopaque. Parapsidal 
grool-es rather sharply defined, continuous and widely apart a t  
the scutellum. Median groove delicate and scarcely defined 
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anteriorly. Anterior parallel lines very delicate. Lateral grooves 
fine. Pleurz black, subopaque, rugosely punctate with a shining, 
smooth or almost smooth area. Scutellum black,-rugose and 
without basal fovea. Abdomen black, smooth, shining, with the 
ventral sheath extending slightly beyond the tip of the abdomen. 
Legs rufous. Wings dusky hyaline with the cubital and radial 
cells yellowish brown and a slight cloud of this colour in the large 
terminal area. Veins brown. Radial area closed on the costa. 
Cubitus distinctly continuous. Areolet distinct. Length 2.50-3 
mm. 
Male.-Colour of the female. Antennz 15-jointed. Wings 
somewhat less infuscated in the cells. Length 2-2.75 mm. 
Gall.-(Plate IX, Figs. 13, 14). On the tips of the twigs of 
Rosa nutkana. Polythalamous. A rounded, hard and woody 
gall densely covered with long, green filaments forming a moss- 
like mass as in Rhodites rose, and strongly concave a t  the place 
of attachment. Diameter 17-38 mm. 
Habitat.-Corvallis, Oregon. (B. G. Thompson). 
A number of galls of this species were sent to me by Mr. 
B. G. Thompson, collected December loth, 1916. At first I con- 
sidered them to be Rhodites rosa? Linn. But when the flies began 
to emerge (indoors) during the latter part of February until about 
the middle of March, I found that  they were different from 
R. rosa in sculpture and colour. The gall, although similar ex- 
ternally to R. rosa, differs by being more woody inside and strongly 
concave a t  the place of attachment, being almost like an inverted 
cup or bowl in shape, while the gall of R. rosce is composed of an 
agglomeration of hard cells around a branch. Named after the 
late Homer F. Bassett. 
EXPLANATION F PLATE IX. 
Figs. 1- 4 Rhodifes oregonensis Beutm., on tips of branches. 
Figs. 5- 6 " " in seed-pods. 
Figs. 7-10 " ashmeadi Beutm. 
Figs. 11-12 " ostensackeni Beutm. 
Figs. 13-14 " bassetti Beutrn. 
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